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«Go ve into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—St. Mark, xvi. 15. 
» And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to preach 
ynto them that dweil om the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” — 
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FOR THE CHURCH RECORD. 


4 Short Account of the Introduction of Christianity into the 
South Sea Islands ; taken from authentig Documents. 


In 1795, an institution was formed in London, under the 
name of ‘The Missionary Society,” embracing in the list of 
its patrons the members of almost every denomination of 
Christians. Scarcely was this society formed, when the atten- 
tion of its directors was called to the situation of the islands in 
the South Sea, the inhabitants of which, previous to the year 
1767, had not only never heard the sound of the gospel, but in 
all probability were entirely ignorant of the existence of any 
Christian people. 

In August, 1796, twenty-nine missionaries, several of whom 
had wives and children, embarked at London, on board the 
Duff, Captain James Wilson, a gentleman who several years 
before had retired from the sea, but now for the love of souls, 
offered his services to navigate the missionary ship to its place 
of destination. In March, 1797, the Duff, after a voyage of 
between five and six months, reached the island of Otaheite, 
with the missionary family. On their arrival they were wel- 
comed both by the chiefs and the people with the greatest de- 
monstrations of joy. The natives came on board the ship, dis- 
covering the utmost ease and frankness. When Captain Wilson, 
accompanied by several of the missionaries, prepared to land, 
numbers of them came flying along the beach to meet them; and 
as the boat approached, they ran into the sea, drew it as far as 
they were able, and then placing the strangers on their shoul- 
ders, carried them on shore. ‘his familiarity of the Otahei- 
tians with the strange visiters, is to be accounted for by the 
circumstance, that it was only thirty years before, that the 
island had been discovered; when the approach of a ship, the 
sight of its crew, and the noise of its guns, produced very dif- 
ferent impressions. 
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After establishing the mission at Otaheite, Captain Wilsoy ‘hat 
went to Tongataboo, and Christina, for the same purpose; from total 
whence, after an absence of three months, he returned, and ‘ obt 
found to his great joy the missionaries still in high favour, and tian 
daily receiving presents of fruits, hogs, and poultry. Soon a jt 
after this the Duff returned to England. | the 

In December, 1798, the same vessel was again despatched ligh 
under the command of Captain Thomas Robson, with twenty- app 
nine persons, in order to reinforce the missions. It pleased 
Divine Providence to frustrate this attempt, the Duff being siti 
captured on her passage out by a French privateer. The in- to 
telligence of the capture of the Duff, was soon followed by the wal 
still more afflictive information, that in consequence of alarm- and 
ing disturbances at Otaheite, eleven of the missionaries had for 
quitted the island, and taken refuge in New South Wales. - 

After the receipt of this news, the Directors resolved that cv 
the mission should be visited. Twelve additional missionaries sul 
were accordingly sent out. In 1800 the Roval Admiral sailed . thi 
from England in May, and arrived in Otaheite, in the beginning toc 
of July of the following year. Eight new missionaries were tro 
sent out in this vessel; they were cordially welcomed, not only : mn 
by their brethren, but also by the chiefs and people. ve 

In 1802 an insurrection broke out in Otaheite, and occasioned a 
great peril to the missionaries’ Before this, however, they had é ve 
made the circuit of the island, and preached the gospel in every : Se 
district of it.* es 

In the beginning of 1803 tranquillity was completely restored. : to 
The missionaries, who were now able to pursue their labours m 
without interruption, made another circuit round Otaheite, th 
preaching to thousands of the natives, some of whom gave , re 
an attentive hearing, while the greater part treated their mes- i th 

it sage with levity and disregard. n 
be During the years 1804 and 1805, the missionaries continued, Ci 
ea. under every discouragement, to preach the gospel in different i n 
parts of the island. After seven years’ labour, one of them Z W 


wrote to the Directors: “ Instructions continue to be given to 
the inhabitants of Otaheite in the things of God, but apparently g 
none of them are savingly profited by them. They seem to re- V 
main gross idolaters-—enemies to God by wicked works—-with- a 
out God, without Christ, and without hope in the world; yet it V 
i must be confessed, that very many of them have obtained a n 
i considerable, though as yet unsanctified knowledge, of the doc- c 
nae trines of Christianity.” Upon which the Directors of that pe- | 
fhe riod made the following obsefvations : “ We cannot but hope, I 


* Some parts of the island of Otaheite are very populous. Captain Cook ) 
was of the opinion that the number of the inhabitants exceeded 200,000. 
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‘hat where a number of poor heathens, born and educated in 
total ignorance of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
‘obtain a considerable knowledge of the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity,” the seed of life may be considered as already sown, and 
a just expectation indulged, that the harvest will one day bless 
the eyes of the labourers and of the society.” To what a de- 
lightful extent these anticipations have since been realized, will 
appear from the sequel of this narrative. 

During the year 1806 the missionaries met with much oppo- 
sition, contempt, and ill will: on this account they were obliged 
to employ a considerable portion of their time in some other 
way than public teaching. During this period they composed 
and translated into the ‘Taheitean language, a catechism intended 
for the instruction of native youth. 

The year 1808 commenced in peace; but in the autumn a 
civil war broke out between Pomarre the king, and some of his 
subjects, who wished to deprive him of his authority. During 
this war, all the missionaries upon the island except Mr. Nott, 
took refuge in the neighbouring islands of Huaheine and Eimeo, 
from whence, shortly after, they were carried to Port Jackson, 
in New South Wales, where they were kindly received by Go- 
vernor Macquarrie. 

The missionaries did not remain long in this place before se- 
veral of them felt a desire to resume their labours in the South 
Sea islands. Pomarre wrote them letters, expressing the deep- 
est sorrow at their removal, and affectionately entreating them 
tocome back. Accordingly, in the autumn of 1811, five of the 
missionaries successively embarked for the islands, and rejoined 
their brethren in Eimeo, where Pomarre now was. After their 
return, the king manifested the sincerity of his professions by 
the evident partiality which he showed towards the missiona- 
ries. He seemed never to be happy but in their company, be- 
came more and more inquisitive, ard extended his inquiries to 
many important points of Christianity, in the knowledge of 
which he made a very encouraging progress. 

In the following summer the hearts of the missionaries were 
gladdened by what they were induced to consider as the con- 
version of the king to the Christian faith. The encouragement 
afforded to them by the professions and behaviour of Pomarre, 
was much increased by their perceiving, in several other of the 
natives, what they were disposed to regard as satisfactory evi- 
dence of a real change of heart. ; 

During the years 1813 and 1814 the fruits of the Divine 
blessing on the labours of the missionaries at Eimeo became. 
more and more conspicuous, so that in April of the latter year 
they were able to report that the number of those who had 


















a3 
I PE 
ee a, 


~~ = «. 
~ ag nite, i a it at ONE i 6 a ies di 2s ; 
* ~ ps ~ — . --- 
ome ~~ neat (ict ne ath, 
ae ie ~~ . 
ee = he ; . “ . . = 
2 Se su ee —— 7 we 


60 .. . CHURCH RECORD. 


renounced their idols, and desired to be considered as worship. 
pers of Jehovah, amounted to fifty; that they were in general 
regular in their attendance on the means of instruction—that 
they were in the habit of retiring for secret devotion—that 
many of them prayed in their families, and asked a blessing on 
their food—that they strictly observed the Savbath—that they 
associated for devotional purposes; and that there was an evi- 
dent improvement in their moral conduct. The real conversion 
of some appeared to be evinced by their loving the good ways 
which they once hated, and hating the evil ways which they 
once loved; by their desire to have their sins pardoned, and 
their hearts renewed; and by their being sensible of the netes- 
sitv of Divine influence to effect this renovation, 

In 1815 the missivnaries say, ** Our congregation increases 
apace, our stated hearers are about 300, and sometimes many 
more.” ‘They had a school, consisting chiefly of adults, which 
was constantly well attended, the number of scholars being 
about two hundred and ninety-five. At this time large parties 
came over from Otaheite, and other islands, expressly to heat 
the gospel, and to obtain instruction in the school. 

Nor was it only in the island of Eimeo, but in Otaheite, Hua- 
heine, Ulieta, Raiatea, T'ahaa, and other islands, which were oc- 
casionally visited, the word of God was heard, and received 
with pleasure. Several of the chiefs expressed a wish that their 
islands also might be favoured with missionaries. 

Many persons, especially in Eimeo, having openly renounced 
idolatry, now observed the Christian Sabbath, met together to 
worship God, and were distinguished by the name of “ Burea- 
TUA,” or “ the praying people.” This public profession of re- 
ligion, however, excited the spirit of persecution ; so that some 
of the Christians’ houses were burnt to the ground, and their 
persons exposed to great danger. Still Divine Providence in- 
terposed in their behalf; some of the principal inhabitants, al- 
though idolaters, became their protectors, alleging that they 
were innocent people, and ought not to be injured. The num- 
ber of those who at this time openly renounced the worship of 
idols, could not have been less than five or six hundred, in- 
eluding most of the principal chiefs. 

During the whole of this year the missionaries were highly 
favoured. Their schools increased rapidly, and the number ot 
those who renounced heathenism, and became the professed 

worshippers of the true God, was daily becoming greater, both 
in Eimeo and Otaheite. The priest of Papetoai was the first to 
renounce heathenism; he joined with the Christians, and pub- 
licly committed his idol god to the flames. Others followed his 
example in the different islands. 
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In November of this year the Rev. Mr. Marsden thus writes 
respecting this mission: “ Since I closed my letter of October 
the 2d, I have received* more particular accounts from the 
missionaries. I rejoice exceedingly that their labours are at 
length crowned with such wonderful success. Nothing can be 
more gratifying to the religious world in general, but more par- 
ticularly to us on this side of the globe. The natives in the 
Society islands have literally cast their gods into the fire: for 
they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and 
stone. 

“The harvest in these islands is truly plenteous, but the la- 
bourers are few. I think there will be little idolatry remaining 
in a short time ; so many believe the word and are turned unto 
the Lord. I am persuaded more is effected than was ever ima- 
gined by the warmest advocate of the mission in this limited 
time. What is twenty years, for so great a work! The glory 
of the Lord has now risen upon these heathen; they begin to 
see his salvation. Pomarre writes like an apostle. His heart 
appears to be deeply engaged in the work, and he is a true 
friend to the cause. The natives have now private prayer 
meetings in different places, and they instruct one another where 
there is no missionary. I think the work of conversion is so 
real and deep, that the gospel would spread among the natives, 
even if there were no Europeans with them.” 

On the 31st of October, 1816, the same person thus writes, 
in a letter to the secretary of the society: “ 1 have now the un- 
speakable satisfaction of forwarding to you ‘the idol gods of 
(taheite” as the glorious spoils of idolatry. No event could 
have given me more pleasure. They are now lying prostrate 
on the table before me, and were we not certain of the fact, we 
vould not believe that any human beings could place thezr salva- 
tion in these wretched images, and offer up human sacrifices to 
avert their anger.” 

Thus was idolatry entirely abolished at Otaheite, and Eimeo, 
together with the small islands of Tapua-manu and Teturoa, 
and their inhabitants are now “ called Christians.” The gods, 
before which they had been accustomed to bow down and wor- 
ship, are now destroyed; human sacrifices, and infant murder, 
are abolished ; and the people are every where anxious to re- 
celve religious instruction. 

‘The Sabbath day (it is observed in one of the reports of the 
missionaries) is now every where strictly observed: places for 
the worship of the true God, have been erected, and are now 
erecting in every district ; and when there is no preaching, the 


* ‘The Rey. Mr. M. resided at Port Jackson, New South Wales 











62 CHURCH RECORD. 
people have prayer meetings every Sabbath, and every Wednes- _an 
day evening, all round Otaheite and Eimeo. abro: 
In closing this brief account we cannot forbear making one H 
er two remarks—- ment 
First—Observe the providence of God, in sending the gospel lent 
to these islands. In 1767, they were first discovered ; in 1797, An 
only 30 years afterwards, a mission family is settled upon one of at 
the principal of them. An account of their discovery, and of — 
the manners and customs of the people, was first published in 
London, about the time of the formation of the London Mis- 
sionary Society ; the attention of the directors was immediately 
turned in this direction, and for several years they devoted Ext 
almost the whole of their exertion to this single point. Other 
societies were indeed at this time formed, and they would, pro- P 
bably, have entered upon this interesting field of labour with ; 
alacrity, but they were all otherwise employed, and successfully dia 
exerting themselves in other quarters. This was a work which bee 
required all the resources of our society at least, and that society - 
‘was raised up and abundantly supplied. sal 
Secondly—Behold how great is the encouragement here held ori 
out to other societies, to engage and persevere in similar un- spr 
dertakings. The conversion of the heathen nations, is thought om 
by some to be an insurmountable labour. The faith of many hat 
sincere Christians is ready to stagger when they contemplate “ 
the immense moral wilderness which is to be reclaimed. But on 
what say the facts above detailed: “ All things are possible to att 
him that believeth.” The almighty God, in whose strength the M 
missionary is strong, can cause “ Every valley to be exalted, di 
and every mountain and hill to be made low:” through his power a 
“* The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places - 
+ plain.” tir 
Be ie Lastly—Let every believer in Christ examine and view again Wi 
wea: and again the picture above presented. What was the condi- se 
tion of these islands when first visited by missionaries. They I 
sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Their knowledge th 
extended not beyond the immediate objects with which they H 
were surrounded. Suffering the effects of sin, they were 1gno- th 
| rant of its cause, or of its remedy. The lines of the divine law, th 
written at first on the heart of man and restored under the in- th 
i fluence of the gospel, had been long since erased. “ They were at 
| a law unto themselves.” They were familiar with death, but by 
pn knew nothing of the awful realities which follow. Sut now, th 
Sa how changed is their condition! God is known among them—- d 


the Bible is placed in their hands—-the gospel is preached u 
praver is offered--Jesus is known to be the way unto the Father th 
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-and the Holy Spirit sheds his happy, heavenly influences 


abroad in their hearts. 

How glad must they be, who under God have been instru- 
mental in this blessed work! ‘That which they gave truly was 
lent to the Lord, and look, they have received an hundred-fold. 
Arise, O fellow Christian! Arise, and imitate so glorious an 
example. Thy God, thy Saviour, calls thee—arise, “ Go and 
do likewise.” 


——— 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


Extract from the Annual Report of the Trustees of the Massa- 
chusetts Missionary Society, read 28th May, 1822. 


“On Pleasant Point, in Perry, Maine, there is a tribe of In- 
dians, consisting of 380 souls, yet in a savage state. They have 
been under the influence of Catholic priests ever since the 
French claimed that country. Previous to the separation of 
Maine, a Roman priest had been supported among them, one 
half the year, by the government of Massachusetts. But these 
nriests did little more than read prayers to them in Latin, 
sprinkle them with holy water, and persuade them to wear the 
cross. I'wo of them can speak English; none can read. They 
have never been taught to cultivate the ground, and are strange- 
ly ignorant of the arts of civilized life. Their condition, of 
course, is very wretched. By the aid of our Indian fund, an 
attempt has been made to improve the condition of this tribe. 
Mr. Kellogg often visited them. He found them much preju- 
diced against all Christians but the Catholics; unwilling their 
children should be taught to read, and indeed opposed to every 
measure suggested for their benefit. But our missionary con- 
tinued his efforts, and they became at length convinced that he 
was their friend, and wished to do them good; and those who 
sent him were anxious to promote their reputation and comfort. 
rheir prejudices were overcome, and their hearts softened, and 
the visits of Mr. Kellogg became quite interesting and solemn. 
He often prayed in their wigwams, and began to teach some of 
their children to repeat the alphabet. Sock Bason, the man of 
the most information and influence in the tribe, expressed his 
thanks for a Bible; desired our missionary to read some to him; 
and as knew the letters, he said he thought he could spell it out 
by degrees. In the communication from Perry, it is stated 
that ‘Mr. K. is evidently gaining on the confidence of the In- 
dians, and that he has made an impression, which, if followed 


Up, May result in fruits grateful to the Christian and philan- 
thropist.’ ”” 
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Education Society of St. Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. 


The ladies of St. Paul’s church have lately organized a sc 
ciety for the aid of young men preparing for the ministry, which, 
out of respect to their late venerable pastor, they have denomi- 
nated “ The Pilmore Society of St. Paul’s Church.” One stu- 
dent is receiving the benefit of its funds. The wants of the 
church are great, and it is important examples such as this 
should be imitated. 





The Right Rev. Philander Chase, Bishop of the diocese of 
Ohio, has been called to the presidential chair of the Cincinnati 
College, and will enter upon the duties of his office at the com- 
mencement of the winter session, in the month of October. 

























._ — 


The Rev. Alonzo P. Potter has been appointed to the pro- 
fessorship of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in Union 
College, Schenectady, vice the Rev. Dr. M‘Auley, resigned. 


Episcopal Acts. 
On Friday, May 17th, Bishop Hobart held an ordination in 


St. John’s Chapel, in the city of New York, and admitted Mr. 
Manton Eastburn to the holy order of Deacons. 


On Sunday morning, the 9th of June, the Right Rev. Bishop 
Kemp held an ordination in St. John’s Church, Washington, and 
admitted the Rev. Benjamin P. Aydelott, M. D., the Rev. 
Wm. Armstrong, jun., and the Rev. Daniel Somers, Deacons, 
to the holy order of Priests, and Mr. Lemuel Wilmer to the 
holy order of Deacons. 


ie The Rev. Amos Treadway, of North Carolina, was admitted 
Ea to the holy order of Deacons, in the Monumental Church in the 
city of Richmond, by the Right Rev. Richard C. Moore, D. D. 
on Sunday, the 30th of June, 1822. On the 11th July, 1822, 
at Fredericksburgh, Mr. Stephen Willson Presstman was ad- 











mitted to the order of Deacons. [ Theological Rep. 
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